had seen such cases in which the skiagraphic picture resembled that of a carcinoma. The barium meal method was of value in investigating cases of chronic constipation. For example, in cases of dyschezia the large mass in the rectum settled the question.
Regarding the question of diverticulitis, in 196 examinations he had made by barium enemata he had found 14 definite cases of this condition (7 per cent.) and 5 doubtful ones. On separating hospital from private cases he found that in the former, out of 150 examinations there were 3 cases of diverticulitis (2 per cent.), while in 46 examinations of private patients there were 11 of diverticulitis (24 per cent.).
That seemed to suggest that well-to-do people were more prone to this condition than was the hospital type of patient. Mr. ASLETT BALDWIN described a case in which a man said he felt some inconvenience in the left side of the abdomen and had some trouble with defaecation. Examination with the sigmoidoscope did not disclose blood or mucus, and the X-ray report was that there was no filling defect nor obstruction. The man was put upon paraffin, with hopes for the best. Six weeks later, the patient said he felt certain there was something abnormal present. He (Mr. Baldwin) thought he could feel a small lump, and could feel some distension of the large intestine. He operated, and found a carcinoma in that situation. Another case was that of a man, aged about 72, who had constipation for a week and had been treated with enemas. When seen, he complained of pain in the upper part of the abdomen on the left side, which was tender. A large fsecal mass could be felt on the right side of the abdomen. Washing out was done with ox-gall for a week, and this brought away flakes of mucus the size of a shilling and blood-clots the size of a threepenny piece, also much feces. The sigmoidoscope showed streaks of blood. X-ray examination showed the transverse colon down in the pelvis, forming a very acute kink on the left side, and another on the right. There was no sign of any filling defect. The man was told to take paraffin and wear a Curtis support and though that was fourteen years ago he has since remained in good health.
